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Varna is the most interesting and cosmopolitan city on the
Black Sea coast. From the very first moment spent here,
you will understand why people consider Varna to be the
sea capital of Bulgaria. Boasting history ancient enough
to keep even the most avid archaeologists busy for years,
this is a holiday destination that somehow combines pure
natural splendour with a deep and interesting past, but also
provides plenty of modern amenities to ensure you will be
comfortable. Interesting and fascinating all year round!
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VARNA

The sea capital of Bulgaria

Varna- a tourist destination that is straight out of a fairy tale!
It is a city with thousands of treasures waiting to be discoveredrich history and culture, breathtaking landmarks, the charm
of the Black Sea and many more…

2

The strategic location of Varna has
undoubtedly been appreciated by the ancient
founders as well as by today‘s inhabitants
and visitors of the city.

The sea capital of Bulgaria develops as an
important port, a cultural centre, as well as
an attractive resort nowadays.
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Varna Airport has recently
entered into partnerships
with budget airlines. The
invasion of the low- cost
airlines has revolutionized
air travel and made it one
of the cheapest ways to get
around. These new partners,
along with the traditional
carriers and the charter
flights will make the city
accessible throughout
the whole year.

How to get to

VARNA

It is so easy to get to Varna and the region!
New, modern airport connects the northern Black Sea coast
with 35 countries and over 100 cities around the world.
Buses, trains, sea transport, rent-a-car services –
just choose which type of transport suits you best.
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Varna Railway Station was one of the first stations
built in Bulgaria, and the first railway line in Bulgaria
connected Varna and Ruse. Nowadays Varna has
direct railway links that make local and international
travel easier than ever.

Port Varna East is located in the bay of
Varna, just 1 km from the centre of Varna.
Port Varna East is connected with the national
railway and road networks. Varna International
Airport is about 10 km from the port.
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COASTAL AND
MARITIME TOURISM
Relax by the sea!

The Bulgarian Black Sea coast is a wonderful place for a summer
holiday! Besides the combination of sun, sand and sea, the Black
Sea resorts offer excellent conditions for various water sports
such as surfing, water skiing, diving, as well as ecotourism, and
excursions to natural, cultural, and architectural landmarks.
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Along the coastline, there are also mineral
springs, and the combination of these natural
resources makes the city one of the European
most favourite seaside destinations.

Do not waste your time!
Find your perfect type of holiday
and plan your visit to Varna now!
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Sunny Day complex
Sunny Day complex is one of the most beautiful
places for holiday in Bulgaria. It will definitely fascinate
you and meet your expectations for a quiet holiday
and complete recreation and relaxation.

BEACHES NEAR VARNA
Luxury and tranquility by the sea!

Endless hours of sunshine, clean warm water and long
stretches of golden sand. This may sound like a dream
but in fact it’s not. It’s the only way to describe the
beautiful beach resorts near Varna!
St. St. Constantine and Elena resort
The oldest Bulgarian resort complex is
situated in a fine old park with cypresses,
lilies and fig trees. Here you can enjoy the
unique combination of sandy beaches,
mountain crystal clear air, mineral springs
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and the sea. The resort offers numerous
mineral springs, balneology complexes,
pools with hot mineral water famous for
its healing quality.

Golden Sands resort

Riviera Holiday Club

The popular resort of Golden Sands is located in the
north of Bulgaria‘s picturesque Black Sea Coast and
only 18 kilometres away from Varna. This magnificent
resort is situated on a stunning wooded hillside which
sweeps down to meet one of the world‘s most beautiful
beaches that is lapped by a sparkling blue sea.

Surrounded by a natural park, on the sea
shore itself, Riviera Holiday Club offers
a possibility for an unforgettable stay on
the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, with a
variety of opportunities for sports, SPA
and entertainment.
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A visit to the Archaeological
Museum will leave you amazed at
the inventions and lifestyle of every
ancient culture passed and lived in
these places.

CULTURAL
HERITAGE OF VARNA
Archaeological museum
Did you know that the oldest processed gold in the world was
found in Varna? Gold ornaments produced as early as 5-4
century BC, were found in the Varna necropolis in 1972.
Needless to say that this discovery caused enormous interest
worldwide!
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The official year-round exhibition is in Varna
Archaeological Museum, where besides the
treasure, one can go back in time to the the
Hellenistic, Roman and Late Antique epoch.
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Aladzha Monastery

CULTURAL
HERITAGE OF VARNA

Religion, history and great nature in a single place.
Located only a short drive away from Varna,
Aladzha Monastery is the most famous medieval
cave monastery on the Bulgarian Black Sea coast.

Roman Thermal Baths
Why don’t you get an extra insight into the Roman culture?
The Roman Thermal Baths are the largest Roman baths on the
Balkans. You will be totally impressed by the size and beauty
of these Roman thermae dating from the 2nd century AD.
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It is fascinating how monks lived there day by
day! Enjoy a unique show spectacle which is
projected right on the rocks!
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CULTURAL
HERITAGE OF VARNA
Churches & Cathedrals

Cathedral of the Assumption of the Mother of God

Church St. Nicholas the Thaumaturge

Monastery of St. st. Constantine and Helena

Being one of Varna`s most iconic buildings, this cathedral is definitely a must see!
Built in the 19th century, it houses a finely carved iconostasis and bishop‘s throne
as well as some interesting murals and stained glass. Its copper domes with
golden glitter add even more to the church‘s elegance and beauty.

A colourful church well worth a visit.
Located in the heart of Varna, it is also
known as the Sea Church, in honour of
St. Nicholas, defender of the sailors.

A beautiful, well preserved monastery. It had its
origins back in the 16th century, and the modern
resort was named after it. The chirch is small and
half underground and there is a holy water spring
inside the chirch.
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ROMANTIC
GETAWAYS
The unique silhouettes of the Stone Forest
or the breathtaking beauty of the „Yatata”
protected area will add extra romance to
your sea adventure holiday.

The Evksinograd Residence
The Evksinograd Residence used to be a royal summer residence of the
monarchs who ruled Bulgaria after the Liberation from the Ottoman rule in
1878. Nowadays the complex offers a wonderful park, exquisite wines and
excellent conditions for a romantic holiday.
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A walk back in time to the authentic
towns and villages near Varna will
help you make the most out of your
holiday.

17

ARTS AND CULTURE

Find inspiration for your next cultural
holiday in Varna at: www.visit.varna.bg!
Varna is the birthplace of many renowned
musicians, ballet- dancers, artists,
composers, singers.

Festivals, concerts, exhibitions…
Varna’s cultural life is just as rich! It’s not by chance that Varna is
also known as the summer cultural capital of Bulgaria. There are
various events going on all year round, so whenever you decide
to come to Varna, you won’t be bored at all!
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The diversity of art galleries and museums
makes the city a must-visit destination. A calendar
full of cultural events and festivals to enrich your
experience is available at: www.visit.varna.bg
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VARNA

The sea capital of Bulgaria
Varna is not just remarkable
in an architectural, cultural
and historical way.
Varna is not just a cocktail of sea
breezes, mineral springs and sunny
beaches. Varna is the pearl of the
Black Sea coast!

There is so much to experience here! There’s nothing better than
a walk in the cool shades of the Sea Garden of Varna. Or a cup of
coffee or a gourmet lunch right on the beach. Varna is wonderful
throughout the whole year!
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The seaside park is a bit of miniature paradise with its nice
fountains, children play areas, fantastic views of the bay…
Definitely worth the stroll! Stay updated with the city’s cultural
and sports calendar on www.visit.varna.bg
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SPA INDULGENCES

Brand new thermal complexes provide the
great opportunity to combine the pleasant
feeling of the breath on the sea shore with
the healing power of the mineral water.

Nature has given the biggest treasure
to Varna- smooth sea, splendid forests,
picturesque valleys and incredible wealth
of mineral springs. Water is the most
precious gift of nature that has the ability
to purify, heal, and balance the human
body, all at the same time. Pamper
yourself with a glass of wine and a
relaxing spa treatment!

Sun, sea, healing mineral water and benefits
of the sea water and climate- all the unique
natural resources combined in one locationSt. st. Constantine and Helena resort.
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The seaside resorts near Varna provide
excellent conditions for recreation, sports and
entertainment. First- rate hotels with professional
service, endless beaches, and everything you
need for a complete vacation and relaxation.
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SPORTS

AND RECREATION

Surfing, water skiing, diving and fishing…
There‘s plenty in Varna to keep you and
your family active.

Recently Varna has become an ideal place for
practicing all kinds of sports. Tennis, jogging,
beach volleyball, or a romantic ride along the
seashore- you can try all these here!
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If we add the cultural and tourism activities that
Varna offers throughout the year, it’s easy to
assume that you are making the right choice
for your adventure holiday!
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EVENT TOURISM

Varna is an exciting destination for meetings and conferences.
The city is one of the biggest transport centers in Bulgaria and it
has numerous modern hotels with fully equipped conference rooms
and congress halls. In addition, there are various and countless
opportunities for recreation after a busy day.
26
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The Palace of Culture and Sports is
one of the emblems of the city. It is an
excellent place for sports and cultural
events. It hosts concerts, international
competitions, trade expositions.

Situated in the centre of the city, the Festival
and Congress Centre is a landmark for local and
international events. It has 11 multifunctional halls
with a capacity from 50 to 1000 people.
Varna is the perfect destination for your
business event!
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HEALTH

AND WELL- BEING
True luxury comes from the nature!
And the nature has given its biggest
treasures to Varna- healing thermal
springs, mild climate, nature parks and
healthy food. How about a luxurious spa
treatment? Or a hiking tour?

The best way to escape from
the hustle and bustle is to visit
the „Yatata” protected area or
the unique Stone Forest. This
area is highly recommended for
birdwatching as well.

Explore the beautiful nature in Golden
Sands park! Breathtaking scenery and
diverse flora and fauna can be observed
along the marked trails there.
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After a long walk or hike, there is nothing better than a
healthy mouthwatering dish! Bulgaria is famous for its quality
vegetables and dairy products and its variety of mild spices.
The famous yoghurt, white cheese and herbal honey are just
a few of Bulgaria’s gifts to the world.
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ATTRACTIONS
AND ENTERTAINMENT

Dolphinarium
The only attraction of this kind in Bulgaria!
The Dolphinarium is situated among the
greenery in the northern part of Varna Sea
Garden and offers a wonderful view over
the sea. Sit back and relax while watching
the unique dolphin show!

Aquapark

Aquarium

Welcome to the water park „Aquapolis” in Golden
Sands resort! Get refreshed, have some fun and
enjoy the various water slides and attractions!

The live exposition of the Aquarium covers
representatives of all groups that make up the
fauna of the Black Sea. Charming and kids friendly!
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ATTRACTIONS
AND ENTERTAINMENT

Zoo

Old Bulgarian village „Fanagoria”

The Zoo of Varna with an area of 23 acres is a favorite place for
all the guests and residents and the city. It has exhibits of more
than 60 species represented by about 300 animals. Excellent
value for money for those with children and animal lovers!

The complex is a copy of a Proto-Bulgarian fort
from the 6th to the 8th century and includes wooden
walls with battle towers, furnished yurts, acting craft
workshops, restored antique suits, weapons and
household items. Do not forget your camera!
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It is time for

SHOPPING

Varna is a real paradise for shop lovers, who can find
various world famous brands in the city at reasonable prices.
The shopping malls are the perfect place for family fun.
They feature a great selection of famous fashion wear,
a stylish range of accessories and jewellery.
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And when you get tired, there is a
mouthwatering choice of places to eat
and relax in the food courts.
Another option is to browse the local
market stalls selling everything from fruit
and vegetables to gifts and souvenirs.
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NIGHTLIFE
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One thing Varna is famous for is the exciting
nightlife. The best proof of that is the huge
selection of entertainment venues the city offers.
Indeed, you will find everything here, from classy
piano bars to casual pubs and from noisy rock
clubs to vibrant discotheques.
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In the summer the beach is the place to
go. It‘s truly wonderful to be able to dance
your socks off, go out onto the beach and
then cool your aching feet in the crystal
clear waters.

Definitely try the traditional Bulgarian food or fresh
fish offered in the city restaurants! If you are feeling
lucky, you can stop at some of the luxurious
casinos in Varna or in the resorts nearby.
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Wine production has over a
thousand year long tradition in
Bulgaria. Nowadays Bulgaria is
a proud producer of fine quality
wines, some of which are made
of unique sorts of vine, impressing
wine connoisseurs worldwide.
There are so many culinary delights
you must try on your visit to
Varna! From hearty salads through
delicious pastries to grilled meat
classics, you just cannot afford to
miss any of these!

CULINARY DELIGHTS
Bulgarian cuisine is an absolute treat, and Varna is
particularly excellent for it. The food here is tasty,
fresh and hearty. And do not forget to taste the wine!
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The mineral composition of the Black Sea
adds a unique touch to Bulgarian seafood.
In beach restaurants, Black Sea fish is
offered either fried or grilled, commonly with
French fries or a salad and always with lemon

on the side. Discover new and delicious ways
to enjoy the freshly- caught mussels, shrimps
and rapa whelks.
Just sit back, relax and enjoy the magnificent
sunset accompanied with superb food!
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WHERE TO STAY
WHERE TO EAT...
First- rate hotels in the city centre or right on the beach, cosy
family hotels, city- centre apartments…Varna and the resorts
nearby offer a wide range of accommodation so that everyone
can find their perfect place to stay.
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Some great ideas can be found on the official
tourist site of the Municipality of Varna
www.visit.varna.bg

Find more about the best bars and
restaurants in Varna to suit your mood
on www.visit.varna.bg Bon appétit!
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SEA GARDEN
The Sea Garden is one of the symbols of Varna. There is so much
to see here! Small chapel, restaurants, zoo, dolphinarium, fountains,
ponds, monuments, tennis courts, amusement park and children’s
playground, museums and many more… Spectacular all year round!
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If you get tired of the beach, ease up into this
park. Great for strolling, lovers, picnics, pets.
Definitely a must see!
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The International
Summer Jazz Festival
was founded in 1992
and it is held every
year in late July or
early August. It brings
together European jazz
groups and performers.

THE CITY OF

FESTIVALS

Varna has earned the reputation as being “the city of festivals”.
Varna is home to dozen of festivals throughout the whole year.
Varna Summer International Music Festival, International Festival
of Animated Film, International Folklore Festival, Varna Summer
International Theatre Festival, International May Choir Competition
and many more ...
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Folklore, ballet, concerts - modern and classical, opera and
musical performances, cutting-edge stage performances
and many more. Now you have several great reasons to
visit Varna! You can get detailed information about the
forthcoming festivals here: www.visit.varna.bg
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Varna Highlights Walk
Want to learn more about Varna - history, attractions, legends?
Join our free walking tours with a professional tour guide,
organized by the Municipality of Varna in cooperation with
the Union of Guides in Bulgaria.
Every step of the tour is full of history, charm and magic.
Meeting point: Tourist Information Centre „Saints Cyril and Methodius” square / opposite the Cathedral /
Duration: 3 hours
Language: English
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Route:
Cathedral of the Assumption of the Mother of God,
Tsar Kaloyan Monument, „Stoyan Bachvarov” Drama
Theater, Ethnographic Museum, House of Architects,
Catholic Church, Assumption of the Holy Mother of
God church, Roman Thermal Baths, Museum of New
History of Varna, Small Thermal Baths, Urban swimming
pools, Naval Museum, „Drazki” Ship, Aquarium,
Planetarium, „Shishkova” garden, „Sv. Arhangel Mihail”
Temple, Church St. Nicholas the Thaumaturge, Festival
and Congress Centre, Summer Theatre, University
of Economics, Sevastopol Garden, City Art Gallery,
Archaeological Museum.
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VARNA

four seasons destination
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